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The years 1986-87 saw the discovery of the layered perovskite copper oxide superconductors capable of operation at the boiling point of liquid nitrogen and higher.  Moreover, and equally important, a viable wire technology has since developed which is giving rebirth to a new generation of power prototypes based on these materials with their much more modest cryogenic needs.  We will discuss several of these current projects, focusing on underground cables and their likelihood of eventual application within the next quarter-century.  Are we seeing just another round of the same old prototypes albeit based on new materials, or has the long-awaited application of superconductivity to electric power finally arrived?

