™Excellence should
be focus at school

It is regrettable that some
of the student body at Live
Oak High School in Morgan
Hill found the display of
American flag colors on Cinco
de Mayo a sign of disrespect.

I believe if the same four
students had chosen to wear
patriotic attire last March 17,
few, if any, of their classmates
of Irish descent would have
-claimed similar feelings. All
students should concentrate
on the pursuit of excellence
in personal accomplishment
and achievement above all,
not only in high school, but -
throughout life as well. Re-
spect will then surely follow.
Paul Grant
San Jose

Rights of students

should come first

Vice Principal Miguel
Rodriguez’s fear of the possi-
bility of fights breaking out as
a reason to send the four kids
wearing American flags home
from Live Oak High School on
Cinco de Mayo is ridiculous
and cowardly. In 1957, when
Little Rock High School was
integrating for the first time,
and nine black students were
admitted, there was more than
just the possibility of fights.
The National Guard had to
come out to protect the stu-
dents. If Live Oak has to hire
more security to protect these

Situation a wasted
teachable moment

Principals and vice prin-
cipals have many teachable
moments. How sad that the
Morgan Hill school does not
have experience in conflict
resolution that could have
helped in this recent situation.
Students with flag shirts and
students involved in the Cinco
de Mayo celebration could
have been brought together
for an education in history
and tolerance. Guided discus-
sions could have taught about
the history, bias and cultural
history of both countries to
build understanding. Instead,
it is a tempest in a teapot and
prejudices are growing. Vice
principals everywhere, take
note and get some appropriate
training. It’s your job.

Konne Ainsworth
San Jose

Patterson Ranch
plan needs to halt

Coyote Hills is a treasure
that must be preserved. The
mixed-use Patterson Ranch
development as currently
planned will remove a buffer
zone for Coyote Hills Regional
Park. In the current Fremont
General Plan, this site is des-
ignated an urban reserve with
a maximum of 266 housing
units allowed. If this proposal
is approved, there will be more
traffic congestion and pollution
in an area that is negatively
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rights and try him in a military
tribunal as an “enemy combat-
ant.” A better approach would
be to suggest to him that any
information he might have
about other terrorist activities
is very perishable — if they
want any kind of accommoda-
tion from the government,
they need to talk now and
not later. A full confession a
week after Shahzad has been
arrested is of little value in
rounding up his associates.
David Lewis
Mountain View

Council members
wrong on Arizona

I can'’t believe it. Four San
Jose City Council members
want to punish Arizona for
being right (Page 3B, May 8).
What part of illegal don’t they
understand? When I break a
law, I pay a penalty. But the
council members are saying,
“Look the other way” on illegal
immigrants. Instead we give
them jobs and benefits, and
once again I pay a penalty,
this time with my hard-earned
money. Instead of punishing
Arizona, why don’t they pass
a resolution to resolve the im-
migration issue? There is a need
for immigrants, but let’s set up
a program that allows for legal
immigration and punishes ille-
gal immigrants. Let’s not punish
honest, hardworking Arizonans
for standing up for their rights
and their protection.

Steven Shideler
San Jose
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What's more, if San Jose removes
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Given San Jose’s dire fiscal situ-
ation, what can we do? We recog-
nize everyone is making cuts. We
propose a well-planned, equitable
approach. By looking at the issue of
senior nutrition countywide, policy-
makers can assess where the great-
est need exists and how the cities
and counties can best partner to
maximize the dollars available. They
can also look at creative solutions
such as public-private partnerships
and consider innovative models like
senior cafes.

Constant and Kniss have stepped
up to the plate, gathering together
leaders from San Jose, the county
and surrounding cities to begin work
on this solution. This will not be a
fast, easy process, but in the end it
will be a better outcome than a hap-
hazard fraying of the safety net.
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of the student body at Live
Oak High School in Morgan
Hill found the display of
American flag colors on Cinco
de Mayo a sign of disrespect.
I believe if the same four
students had chosen to wear
patriotic attire last March 17,
few, if any, of their classmates
of Irish descent would have
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in personal accomplishment
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